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We Have Liftoff! 
 

In the May edition of The Switchlist, I had suggested that patience and 
flexibility would be helpful over the next few months. I had also given a 
“heads up” that the PNR’s Annual Membership Meeting is tentatively sched-
uled for August 14th. Well, thanks to the effort of our PNR leadership, the 
3rd Division, and many other members, that meeting is a definite Go. 

 

Please do not conjure up an image of a dry business meeting. This meet-
ing has been formatted to be more like a one-day mini-convention. We will 
be using Zoom as the teleconferencing platform. In this special edition of 
The Switchlist, you will find vital technical information about how to prep for 
and connect to the Zoom meeting. We also include descriptions of the clin-
ics and layout tours being hosted by 3rd Division members.   
 

Hoping to see you all on August 14th! 

Greg Kujawa, Editor 

 

 

The Switchlist 

Editor: 
Greg Kujawa 
406.589.6256 

Email: switchlist@pnr.nmra.org.  

The Switchlist is the official publication of the 
Pacific Northwest Region, National Model 
Railroad Association and is published quarterly in 
February, May, August, and November. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The Switchlist is available free of charge online at 
the PNR website, pnr.nmra.org. PNR members 
with current email addresses on file with the 
NMRA will receive an email notice when the latest 
issue is posted. To receive notice when the next 
Switchlist is posted (and other news of interest to 
PNR members), join our email list by sending a 
blank email to: 

PNR-NMRA-subscribe@YahooGroups.com 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

Readers of The Switchlist are encouraged to 
submit news, articles, photos, and drawings about 
PNR activities past, present and future. Articles on 
other aspects of model railroading are also appre-
ciated. 

To assist you with article preparation, the PNR 
website has posted a set of guidelines for format-
ting and submitting articles, photos, and other 
material for publication in The Switchlist. This also 
includes a style guide and list of key terms that 
should be helpful. 

The Editor reserves the right to accept, reject, and 
edit contributions as space, time, and suitability of 
material dictate. The Switchlist does not pay for 
articles. 

Please email your contributions to the editor at 
switchlist@pnr.nmra.org. Deadlines for submis-
sions are: 

February 1 

May 1 

August 1 

November 1  

Complete staff and contact information is 
available in this newsletter and on the PNR 
website: pnr.nmra.org. 

ADVERTISING 

Non-commercial classified advertising will be 
accepted from PNR members at no charge as a 
member service. Email submissions to the Editor. 
Hobby stores that support model railroading may 
also include an advertisement. See the section 
titled “PNR Interchange” for more details.  

© 2021 Pacific Northwest Region, National 
Model Railroad Association. Permission to re-
print is granted to all affiliates of the NMRA. Oth-
ers may request permission to reprint from the 
Editor. The NMRA is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
educational organization. 

mailto:switchlist@pnr.nmra.org
http://pnr.nmra.org/
mailto:PNR-NMRA-subscribe@YahooGroups.com
http://pnr.nmra.org/switchlist/Switchlist_SubmissionStyleGuide.pdf
mailto:switchlist@pnr.nmra.org
http://pnr.nmra.org/
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PNR 2021 Mini-Convention and Annual Membership Meeting 

Saturday, August 14th, 9 a.m.– 3 p.m. PDT 
By Jeff Herrmann, President 

Be sure to mark your calendar for the PNR Mini-Convention and Annual Membership Meeting to be held on Saturday, 
August 14th. The event kicks off at 9:00 a.m.  All times shown are Pacific Daylight Time. 

 

 The PNR 3rd Division will be our primary host for the clinics and layout tours. They will be presenting several clinics 
and two spectacular layout tours. In addition, we will be conducting our Annual Membership Meeting at 12:00 noon. The 
meeting, clinics, and layout tours will be presented using the ZOOM teleconferencing technology. The ZOOM format will 
allow for a Q/A period as part of each session! 

 

 

How to access the PNR Mini-Convention and Annual Membership Meeting 

 

On Thursday (August 12th) prior to the meeting, PNR members will receive a special email with the link to the ZOOM 
site and instructions for setting up a free ZOOM account if you do not already have one. BE SURE TO WATCH FOR 
THE EMAIL WITH YOUR ZOOM INVITATION. 

 

 

Timetable – Quick Glance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PNR News and Announcements 

Start Time (PDT) Host Description Event 

9:00 a.m. Bob Parrish, MMR Building Structures, Trick Shots for Filling That Odd 

Location on Your Railroad 

Clinic 

10:00 a.m. Joel Slagg Union Pacific Nevada Division Layout Tour 

11:00 a.m. Jack Cunningham Passenger Car Lighting Clinic 

12:00 Noon  Jeff Herrmann, PNR President PNR business meeting Annual Membership 

Meeting 

1:00 p.m. Jack Hamilton, MMR  

PNR Achievement Program Chair 

How to Earn Your MMR with Almost No Paperwork Clinic 

2:00 p.m. Rob Saunders Caldwell Club Layout Layout Tour 

2:45 p.m. Jeff Herrmann Closing comments Closing 
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Detailed Description of Events 

 

9:00 a.m. Clinic – Bob Parrish, MMR.  

Building Structures — Trick Shots For Filling That Odd Location On Your Railroad. This presentation will take 
a look at quick and easy ways to make great-looking structures using prototype practices of construction. 

 

 

10:00 a.m. Layout Tour – Joel Slagg. 

Union Pacific – Nevada Division. The UPRR Nevada Division is an attempt to model a line that was planned but 
never built to connect Idaho’s Treasure Valley with the Overland Route to California. The layout is a point-to-loop de-
sign with a stub-end yard at Caldwell and a five-track-wide reversing loop at Winnemucca. Total mainline run is 320 feet. 
The focus of the layout is on operations. The layout was begun in 1983 and a DC cab control system was initially in-
stalled. Conversion to DCC took place in 2005. Beginning in 2011, signaling was installed using Dr. Bruce Chubb’s C/
MRI system. 

 

 

11:00 a.m. Clinic – Jack Cunningham. 

Passenger Car Lighting. Adding realistic lighting to your passenger car fleet 
made simple. 
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12:00 Noon. Annual Membership Meeting – Jeff Herrmann, PNR President presiding 

• Opening Comments 

• VP Report 

• Secretary’s Report (approval of Minutes) 

• Treasurer’s Report 

•  Membership Update 

• Special Recognition 

• Announcement of 2022 PNR Convention: 1st Division 

 

 

1:00 p.m. Clinic – Jack Hamilton MMR  

How to Earn Your MMR with Almost no Paperwork. Let’s discuss what it really takes to 
reach success in the Achievement Program and how to move toward Master Model Railroader 
or any other objective you desire. The urban legends and old wives tales will be slayed along 
with the paperwork dragon. Take the time to exchange ideas of what worked and didn’t work 
with others walking the path. Rivet counters are welcome but please bring strong glasses—we 
have a couple of counting projects to occupy your time while the rest of us have fun. For all 
participants. Please leave your “contest” attitude at the door.  

 

 

2:00 p.m. Layout Tour – Rob Saunders 

Caldwell Club Layout. The CRMC was established in Caldwell, Idaho, in 2005. The main layout is a 23 x 40-foot HO 
scale proto-freelance layout that models key railroading history in Idaho—from the mines of Burke in the north, to cen-
tral Idaho logging, to the Union Pacific ski resort of Sun Valley in the south. In addition to the HO layout, the club also 
has a 12 x 15-foot N scale layout and several modular layouts. 

 

 

2:45 p.m. Closing Comments – Jeff Herrmann 
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Pacific Northwest Region Staff 

President: Jeff Herrmann, 714-651-3903, esjeff73@gmail.com 

Vice-President: Bob Parrish, MMR, 208-866-4601, 
bobparrish770@gmail.com 

Secretary: Stirling Millar, 306-519-1369, admin@stirlingmillar.space 

Treasurer: Aaron Gibbens, 541-501-4401, 
PNR-Treas@outlook.com 

Asst. Treasurer (Canada): Larry Sebelley, 604-858-5717, 
sebelley@shaw.ca 

Asst. Treasurer (US): Position vacant; please volunteer! 

Office Manager: Ed Liesse, 253-529-7405, eeliesse@aol.com 

Immediate Past President: Kurt Laidlaw, 253-495-8351, ana-
nas99@klaidlaw.net 

Officers 

Achievement: Jack Hamilton MMR, 360-308-9845, 
gradiver@wavecable.com. Job opening.; please volunteer. 

Ballot, USA: Position vacant; please volunteer! 

Ballot, Canada: Richard Sutcliffe, 604-467-4301, 
ras1@uniserve.com 

Contest: Christopher Jones, 541-824-0154, lllandcij@aol.com 

Convention: Larry Sebelley, 604-858-5717, sebelley@shaw.ca 

Education: Position vacant; please volunteer! 

Membership: Bob Parrish, MMR, 208-866-4601, 
bobparrish770@gmail.com 

Nominations: Shirley Sample, 509-292-8332, shirley@busnws.com 

President’s Award: Dave Liesse, 253-343-3445, 
nmradave@liessefamily.net 

PNR Registered Agent: Dave Liesse, 253-343-3445, 
nmradave@liessefamily.net 

Switchlist Editor: Greg Kujawa, 406-589-6256, 
switchlist@pnr.nmra.org 

Webmaster: Mark Johnson, webmaster@pnr.nmra.org 

Committee Chairs 

Division Superintendents 

1st Division: Rich Pitter, 541-636-3833, richpitter@aol.com 

2nd Division: Jeff Shultz, 503-769-1414, 
jeff@shultzinfosystems.com 

3rd Division: Tom Waters, 208-375-4796,twaters8@msn.com 

4th Division: Russ Segner, 425-228-7327, russseg@gmail.com 

5th Division: Bill Fassett, 509-468-4900, b.fassett@comcast.net 

6th Division: Ed Molenkamp, 780-455-1479, 
6divsuper@pnr.nmra.org 

7th Division: John Martin, 604-594-9719, jamartin@jdmartin.ca 

 Pacific Northwest Region 
National Model Railroad Association  

 

Division 1: Southwestern Oregon 

Division 2: Northwestern Oregon, Southwestern Washington 

Division 3: Southern Idaho, Eastern Oregon 

Division 4: Western Washington, Alaska 

Division 5: Eastern Washington, Northeastern Oregon, Northern 
Idaho, Montana 

Division 6: Alberta, Saskatchewan, Northwest Territories 

Division 7: British Columbia, Yukon 
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