
The Perfect 
Model Building 
Workbench
By Bruce Oberleitner
Years of advanced model building has lead me 
on a quest to build the perfect workbench.  As 
seen in the photos, perfection has been 
achieved with the creation of the Mark 5 
portable workbench!  The bench (i.e. A 5ʼ folding 
table with a cheap vinyl tablecloth) holds 
everything a model builder could ever need. 

Highlights of the Mark 5 Design

• Tools are easy to find and use.  Locate the 
screwdriver shown in Figure 1.

• No mistaking your coffee mug for that mug 
filled with india ink and alcohol.

• Lots of space is available under the bench to 
store supplies in a similar fashion! 

• Multiple version are easy to build!  Make three 
of them for different type of projects!

• If your cat jumps on the workbench and 
knocks over some glue, who is going to 
notice?

I hope you will build one today! Give it a try!
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Figure 1:  Clutter becomes a thing of the past. The 
Perfect Workbench (seen above) includes lots of space 
so that you can find everything at a glance.

Bill of Materials
Wal-Mart
• 
 #20010 Colorplace Equip. Gray primer
• 
 26 Gauge Floral Wire & Floral Wire Cutter
Apple Barrel Paints
• 
 All of them.  Also includes all of Folk Art brand.
Woodland Scenics
• 
 T-50 Blended Earth spilled over top of workbench
• 
 Scenic Cement spilled on top of prized 

 craftsman tools

Misc
• 
 25-30 years of accumulated modeling materials 
• 
 Lots of Junk that should have been thrown away

Figure 2: Look at all the space you have available on 
the Perfect workbench for building models as shown 
near the Altoids tin can.  Also notice the bottle of 
expensive canopy glue about to spill on the floor!
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